
THE IMPACT OF 
HB 3697 PASSAGE ON 

PLAT APPROVAL

How to Move Forward



AN OVERVIEW….
Plats

• Collaborative documents that (1) establish agreements between developers and 
public agencies, and (2) allow for the design of infrastructure that protects the 
welfare, health, and safety of the public.

• Plats must be submitted when a landowner divides property into lots and 
supporting facilities.

Developer / Public Agency Challenges

• What will be constructed

• Who will pay

• How soon can we agree



“They (the Texas Legislature) have taken 
away our authority to regulate 

subdivisions”

NOT EXACTLY….



THE GOOD….



A SUMMARY OF WHAT HAS CHANGED

This change:
•  Allows Commissioner Court 

Authority to be delegated to staff.



A SUMMARY OF WHAT HAS CHANGED

This change:
•  REQUIRES Commissioner Court 

Authority to post the list of 
requirements for all 
documentation and other 
information that must be 
submitted with a plat application 
on the County website.



THE BAD….



A SUMMARY OF WHAT HAS CHANGED

This change:
•  Eliminated accountability of 

IRRESPONSIBLE DEVELOPERS to 
their buyers.

•  Empowers IRRESPONSIBLE 
DEVELOPERS to maximize their 
profits.

•  Creates long term problems that 
will drain County & Municipality 
budgets in the future.



EXISTING PUBLICLY MAINTAINED ROAD

ROADS DEDICATED 
TO THE PUBLIC 

AND
PRIVATELY 

MAINTAINED 
ROADS

WERE ADDRESSED

BEFORE HB 3697 AFTER HB 3697

EXISTING PUBLICLY MAINTAINED ROAD

ONLY ROADS 
DEDICATED 

TO THE 
PUBLIC ARE 
COVERED

A SUMMARY OF WHAT HAS CHANGED



A SUMMARY OF WHAT HAS CHANGED

This change eliminates 
the ability to require 
prerequisites for filing a 
plat unless specifically 
forbidden by State law.



THE UGLY….



A SUMMARY OF WHAT HAS CHANGED

This change allows the 
winner in a lawsuit 
related to the submittal 
of plats to recoup their 
legal expenses.



Why are these changes 
happening?



Keep Doing the Same Thing
• React to pending bills that would be “bad” for Counties and 

good for Developers.  By that time in the legislative process, it 
is almost too late.  If the bill dies, then great; but it is likely 
that a very similar version will be back again for the next 
session (SB 2037).

What are our options?

Try A Completely Different Approach
• Establish trust by following the law.

• Respond proactively and collaborate with those who are 
drafting legislation to create meaningful change



Texas Land Development 
Association

Lunch meeting on August 31, 2023
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